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The chief perpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 


HEAVY DUTY TRACTOR FOR TOWING AIRPLANES 


A heavy-duty tractor for towing large | towing large airplanes such as the 
airplanes has a ay on the tying B-15, B-17, etc. It is powered with an 
line at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. As | engine capable of 40 br horsepower 
it pulls the great skyliners from aan Lao | at 1800 r.p.m. 
field to hangar, it reminds one somewha Operated by one man with the conven- 


of the small tugs which draw the huge tional automotive controls, it is about 
ocean liners from their harbor piers out | twice as powerful as the towing trucks 
into deep water. previously designed. It starts v 


This small tractor, although not con- | gently, so that there is no jar to the 
structed of iron, is known in hanger par airplane, The top speed is a trifle 
lance as the "iron mule." Weighing ap- | over 15 m,p.h., while its low speed is 
afew am Fh pounds, it pds te a | that of barely perceptible movement, It 

pounds. 





awbar 3 n excess 0 is capable of tur within a circle 
It is 108 inches long, 67 inches wide, having a radius of inches. 
and has a 6-inch clearance. Fenders The towing facilities on airports for 
cast to a thickness of approximately large airplanes will be greatly improv- 
four inches provide welgh and ed- ed by the advent of this equipment. 


ness. It is designed especially for 
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ACCESSORY POWER PLANTS 
The Materiel Division, Wright Field, as follows: 


vayton, Ohio, has been actively e ed ine, 165 pounds 
Sor some time in the Seealovmant ° Mise Fitsrnstos 125. Co" 
cessory power plants. These power Voltage regulator, 25 " 
pianss, which consist of a small gaso- Battery charger, Aeon” ee 

ine engine on which is mounted an elec- Tests show t the unit could be 
tric generator, are for the purpose of rated at approximately 25 percent 
making available power other than that higher capacity than required by Air 
obtained from the aircraft propulsion Corps specifications, 8 even reeneng 


engine, This additional power of the accounts for a part of the fixed weight, 
) 


accessory system is used for the opera- | which is higher than desired, Econom- 


tion of generators, pumps, and ey ical fuel results were obtained during 
Other items of electrical equipment, the type test. Values for specific 

A 10 KVA (kilovolt-amperes) power fuel consumption were as follows: 

lant, des ted as West se AC-10l, 50 percent load - 1.73 1b/kw. hr. 

s been delivered to the Materiel Divi- 75 percent load - 1.3 Ilb/kw. hr. 
sion and has successfully completed a 100 percent load - 1,1 lb/kw, hr. 
150-hour type test. This is the first 125 percent load - 1.0 lb/kw. hr. 
unit to complete such a test, as the two 150 percent load - 0.96 Pb/kw. hr. 
power plants now being used in the XB-15 These values may be c ed with 
airplane were submitted to only a 50- those of the conventional ine-driven 


hour test, due to the necessity of de- tagged eee! now used in the ority of 
livering them to the airplane contractor. | Air Corps es mae & where a specific 
The Westinghouse unit is small and fuel consumption of 1.1 pounds per 

compact and occupies the space of a cube | kilowatt—hour was obtained. The oil 

approximately two feet on each side. It | consumption at 75 percent load was .0364 

consists of a four-cylinder, air-cooled ound per kilowatt-hour, At this value 

engine with double crankshafts. A roots t would require two gallons to provide 

blower to provide internal supercharging | sufficient oil with a 50 percent re- 

is mounted between and is driven by serve for a 50-hour fl ‘ 

these crankshafts. A 10 KVA alternator The unit will be subjected to further 

is mounted directly on the engine crank- | development to reduce the fixed weight. 

shaft and crankcase, The weight of the ---000--- 

unit is 330 pounds, which is distributed 
wile V-8043, A.C. 
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GRADUATION DATE SET FOR CLASS 39-5 


Instructiéns from the War Department 
were received recently by the Commandant 
of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, that the present 
class now undergoing instruction at this 
school will be graduated on Thursday, 
May 25, 1939, th the customary gradua- 


tion a: 

The F Cadets are to be commission- 
ed second lieutenants in the Air Corps 
Reserve on May 25th, discharged from 
their enlisted status the same vs and 
ordered to extended active duty at Kelly 
Field on 26th for a period of ten 
days prior being ordered to various 
Air Corps stations, These newly commis- 
sioned Reserve officers will be placed 
on commatation of quarters stetus for 
the ten-day period of active duty at 


Kelly Field. 
which commenced Sraiping 





Class 39-B 
at Kelly Field on Pebruary 25 . 
consists of 4 Regular =p! officers, of 
foreign officers and 157 Flying Cadets, 
and no losses have occurred to date. The 
class has been making satisfactory prog- 
ress and is maintain ng its prescribed 
oghed e. ang) tenn ne is ‘ Lido 
) s was lost from ng, e to 
inclement weather. ‘ 

mweD0 -<— 


LAST OF RESERVE OFFICERS COMPLETE 
REFRESHER COURSE AT KELLY FIELD. 


The last of the 18 second lieutenants 
of the Air —— Reserve have completed 
the special refresher course of instruc- 
tion at the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas. 

Second Lieutenants Arthur A, Aro, Earl 
A. Field, Walter R. Ford, Arthur A, 
Goldsmith and pougias N, MacOdrum, com- 
pleted the prescribed course on April 

th. Lieuts. Aro, Ford and MacOdrum spe- 

cialized in Bombardment Aviation, the 
first two named officers betes assigned 
to March Field, Calif., and the las 
naméd to Mitchel Field, N.Y. Lieuts. 
Field and Goldsmith specialized in 
Attack Aviation, the former being assign- 
ed to Barksdale Field, La., and the lat- 
ter to Langley Field, Va. 

Nine of ese officers completed the 
rescribed course of instruction on 
pril 14th, Lieuts. Wilson Gillis, Jesse 

C, Hayes, Clifford W. ludwig specieliz- 
ing in Attack Aviation; Lieuts. George 
W. Ireland and William N. Vickers, Jr., 
in Bombardment Aviation, and Lieuts. 
Fred S, Shine, James W. Stowell, John M. 
Tillman and Andrew B, Walker in Pursuit 
Vit oate. Gillis, Ludwig, Shine,-:Walk 
euvs. gs 7 6," er, 

Tillman were assigned to station at 
Barksdale Field, .; Lieuts. Hayee.and 
Vickérs to March Field, Calif., and 
Lieuts. Ireland and Stowell to Langley 
Field, Va. 

The other four of the 18 Reserve offi- 





-B 


cers referred to, completed the course 
on March 3lst, ad mentioned in the pre- 
vious issue of the Air Corps News Let- 
ter. These four officers are Lieuts. 
Albert J. Baumler, Christian J, Jensen, 
Seth S. Strachan and William H, Turner. 

Lieut. Strachan, who specialized in 
Bombardment, was assigned to duty at 
March Field, and the remaini ee 
officers, who specialized in suit, 
were assigned to duty at the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, as flying 
instructors. 

A total of 42 second lieutenants of 
the Air Corps Reserve were given the 
refresher course of pratnins at coay 
Field during the period of Classes 39-4 
and B, ee ney 3 tees total to 75 
trained since the initiation of this 
type of training. 9 


NARROW ESCAPE FOR KELLY FIELD CADET 


Flying Cadet John Irvine DeVine, Jr., 
22, of Atlantic City, N.J., a student 
in the Observation Section of the Air 
Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, was on April 19, 1939, forced to 
resort to his parachute in order to 
save his life. 

Cadet DeVine had been on a ee wm, 
night navigation mission to Barksdale 
Field, La., in an 0-25 airplane with 
the Observation Section. ter clear- 
ing Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas, on 
the return night flight, he was unable 
to regain control of his airplane which 
had gone into a spin, He resorted to 
his ‘chute and landed safely about 10 
miles south of Waco, Texas. The 0-25 
airplane he mee phere WAS compte teay 


demolished tho fortunately, ere 
was no e to revert ropes or 
injury to either the pilot or other 


persons, 

Cadet DeVine phoned this information 
to Kelly Field Headquarters late Wed- 
nesday night, April 19th. At this 
writing the full details as to the 
cause Of his "bailing out" are not 
definitely known, 

Captain Charles D. McAllister, Air 
Corps, Base ineering Officer and 
member of the Aircraft Accident Classi- 
fication Committee, departed from Kelly 
Field in an 0-43 airplane for the 
scene of the crash, in order to inves- 
tigate the accident and return Cadet 
DeVine to Kelly Field. 


Two Air Corps officers under orders 
for duty in the Office of the Chief of 
the Air Coron. Washington, D.C., are 
Majors Harold L. Clark and Paul £. 


Burrows. The former is nearing the 
completion of his tour of duty in the 
Hawaiian Department, while the latter 
has been serving with the Organized 
Reserves in the 9th Corps Area and sta- 


Washington. 
V-8043, A.C. 


tioned at Pearson Field, 














STUDY COURSES FOR OFFICERS OF FIFTH 
BOMBARDMENT GROUP. 


Examinations held in several subjects 
during the last week of March completed 
most of the training conferences 
have been conducted every available af- 





RECOGNITION FOR "THE FLYING DOG," 


With the greatest of solemnity and 
military pomp, a citation was bestowed 
upon a member of the command of Hamil- 








ur morning, April 8th. 
That membér wee "Teddy," the Flying 


Do . 

Tt seems that Teddy first came to the 
notice of the Hon. Louis Johngon, As- 
sistant Becretaey of War, during a 
of fed in which nonte Participated (part 
e 


ternoon during this calendar year. The 
courges which have been completed in- 
clude Bombardment Aviation and Air Force, 
conducted by Major K.N, Walker; Recon- 
naissance Aviation, by Captain Homer W. 
Ferguson; and a course in Chemical War- 
fare ander the supervision of the 18th 
W Chemical Officer, Captain Sterling 
E. tesides, C.W.S. In addition, sev- 
eral lectures of one or two-hour dura- 
pre have been given on important sub- 
ects, 

The courses in Bombardment Aviation 
and Air Force followed the latest texts 
on the subjects now being used for in- 
structien by the Air Corps Tactical 
School. A complete and detailed course 
of instruction was given, at the same 
time affording officers the opportunity 
of advanci eir own theories, ques- 
tions and ideas relative to all 6e8 
of the training, All officers of the 
Groug feel that instruction in these 
courses has been of the greatest inter- 
est and has provided an unusual opportu- 
met | for traini 

e course in Reconnaissance Aviation 
was especially interesting to officers 
of the Fifth Group, due to the fact that 
most officers were trained in Bombard- 
ment Aviation, The problems and scope 
of Reconnaissance Aviation, as ably ex- 
plained by Captain Ferguson, were 
many an entirely new phase ef training 
and, therefore, proved to be extremely 
interesting. 

The Chemical Warfare course included 
all officers, as well as noncommissioned 
officers of the first three grades, of 
the Air Base and of the Group who had 
not previousl ~ 
total of ten 


attended the school, 
given to more than two hundred officers 


of Teddy's r cross-coun train- 
ing), en Mr, Johnson thought he could 
artake of a sandwich,which had been 

Brought along for lunch, without offer- 
ing some to the av; Teddy not only 

SA dat but did it in typical 
ashion, via the teeth way on one 0 

Mr, Johnson's pedal extremities. 

It was nip and tuck over the lunch 
for a while, it is told, but all ended 
well, with heacy reclining, for the re- 
mainder of the flight, on the lap of 
the Assistant Secretary of War. 

The Hamilton Field Correspondent 
transmitted to the Information Division 
a ey og ay of the citation, which is 
Rr nted in 01d Inglish type. Two 

engths of narrow ribbon are fastened 

along the left margin of the document 
by means of two seals, one at the top 
and ene at the bottom of the sheet. 

The citation reads as follows: 


"To All Who Shall See These Presents, 
Greetings: 
This is to Certify that 
"TEDDY" 
is hereby awarded this 
Distinguished fying Dogtificate 
or 


Especial Performance 
While Participating in Aerial Flights 


Teddy, flying mascot of the Seventh 
Bombardment Group, Hamilton Field, 
California, by his endurance and digni- 
fied restraint, by his alertness an 


urs' instruction was 


and noncommissioned officers, Included | pleasin ey Cae on airplane person- 
in the course was a trip to the Chemical | nel ng, Fp hgeees aS oy B, by 
Warfare Depot at Schofield Barracks, his enthusiasm while lying 245 
T.H,, where practical instruction was hourg, has brought great credit to him- 
given in identifying modern war gases seif, high morale to the Seventh Bom- 


and in neutralizing contaminated areas. 


bardment Group, and fine service to the 
---000--— 4 


Army Air Corps. 
Given under my hand at the City of 


ASSIGNMENTS OF INDUSTRIAL COLLEGE 
Wash ton. 
GRADUATES. met? first day of April, 1939. 
Effective upon the completion of their LOUIS. JOHNSON 
resent course of instruction at the , tan tary 
jhe Industrial College, W igton,D.C., The. Aapiotent. Geers of Sar" 
Majors Howard Z. Bogert, Emile 7, Kennedy, ---000-—— 


Lieut. Colonels Laurence F, Stone and 
Gerald E, Brower, Air Corps, are under 
orders for duty as Instructors at the 
Command and General Staff School at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kans, At 1 dep rhe Col. 
Stone is on duty at Selfridge Field and 

1. Brower is a student at the Army 


Co . 
— College. 
V-8043, A.C. 


Alfred W. Marriner, Clifford C, Nutt, 
Rudolph W. Propst, Captagm Lawrence C. 
Graigie and Clarence S. Irvine are. Ste-- 
signed to duty with the Materiel Divi-+ 
sion, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and 


Major Fred S. Borum in the Office of the 
wef of the Air Corps, Wi ngton, D.C. 





A 
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KELLY AIRMEN SEARCH FOR COAST GUARD PLANE 


At about 9:00 a.m., April 7th, the 
eee ol Eeliy Picln, Bass. Col 
re) e eld, Texas, Colo- 
ot rank D. Lackland received a radio- 
gram from the Commanding Officer of 
Agee Field, El Paso, Texas, stati 
that Lieut. Grantham, of 
Air Service, had left Biggs Field the 
day before for Galveston, Texas, vie Del 


Rio and San Antonio, and that no word 
had been received from him after he was 


sighted over the Airdrome at Marfa, Texas. 


The radio asked for assistance from 
Kelly Field. 

Within an hour after the receipt of 
this information, a crew of e offi- 
cers, one airplane mechanic and one 
radio operator, in five Observation type 
airplanes, in command of Colonel ene 
A. Lohman, Assistant Commandant of the 
Air Corps Advanced ing School, took 
off from Kelly Field conduct a search 
for the missing plane, while the local 
radio stations were requested to broad- 
cast this information and wire 
"clues" to Dryden, for Colonel Lo 
information, 

Later in the the Kelly Field party 
wes joined by three Coast Guard planes. 
The available information was very _ 
meager, but the search ge’ under way in 
the rugged country in the vicinity of 
Alpine and Marathon, Texas. 


following Colonel Lohman re- 
ceived a repor toot 


three survivors 
were at a ranch house 30 miles south of 
Alpine. 
the plane, realizing he was in a storm 
in mountainous cowmtry and there was no 
hope, had ordered them to jump. The 
three Coast Guard enlisted men were suc- 
cessful in “bailing out" and the pilot 
went down with his plane, which burned 
when the crash occurred. 

Colonel Lohman stated that the Coast 
Guard authorities acted v efficiently 
and were premered for an intensive 
search, radio trucks were dispatch- 
ed to Dryden; fuel was placed at Marfa, 
and authority was obtained from the 
Mexican government to permit and 
Coast Guard planes and other eq 
enter Mexico at will. 

The fee 
between the two Air services was demon- 
strated by the promptness with which 


Army authorities responded to the request 
lane, and 


to search for the Coast Guard 
the manner in which the Coast d au- 
thorities turned over equi t and 
other facilities to Colonel Lo a 


COMMENDATION FOR SERGEANT HARTLEY 


Technical Sergeant Harnest H. Hartley, 
63rd School Squadron, Air Corps, Kelly 
Texas, received a Lonaas 

mendation from the Commanding 


the Coast ad 


They reported that the pilot of 


pment to 
of respect and cooperation 


of com- 
fficer of 
ht 


| 





\ gines and repaired 
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the Station Hospital at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. Sergeant oq hey 4 was 
a blood donor on March 27th in the 
case of Mrs, Madeline Toohey, wife of 
Technical Sergeant Thomas F, Toohey, 
Air Corps. s letter was forwarded 
to Sergeant Hartley by Colonel Frank D. 
Lackland, Commandant of the Air Corps 
Advanced Fly School, who added his 
commendation thereto. 

When the call for volunteer blood 
donors was made, 18 enlisted men of 


Kelly Field volunteered within the 
hour, three bei sent to the Station 
Hospital for typing and Sergeant 


° 
Hartle bei selected. 
y ng — 
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CHILEAN AIR ATTACHE VISITS KELLY FIELD 


Squadron Leader Ismael Sarasua, Air 
Attache to the Chilean Embassy, visit- 
ed Kelly Field on April 18th, and was 
shown all activities and installations 
there by Colonel Lohman, Assistant Com- 
mandant of the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School. 

quadron Leader Sarasua expressed 
his pleasure for the courtesies extend- 
ed to him and stated that his visit was 
very instructive. Prior to his arriv- 
al at Kelly Field he had visited 
Langley, Maxwell and Randolph Fields. 
Upon his departure from kelly Field he 
was scheduled to visit Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. 

---000--- 


FILIPINO OFFICER IN FORCED LANDING 


Third Lieutenant erto B, Luzon, of 
the Philippine Army Air Corps, who is a 
student in the Observation Section at 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
at Kelly Field, Texas, made a forced 
leanne about midnight April 19th 
geome 15 miles north of Antonio, 
while on a return night flight from 
Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas, after 
visiting Barksdale Field during day- 
light hours. Lieut. Luzon reported 
that the 0-38 airplane he was piloting 
ran out of gas, and he located a land- 
ing area in — oT by the use of 
his aircraft flares. 6 made a suc- 
cessful landing without - injury to 
himself or damage to the a gar 

On the morning of il 20th, Captain 
Russell £. Randall, Air Corps, Chief of 
the Observation Section, flew an 0-38 
airplane to the scene of the landing, 
carry with him lst Lieut, Charles 
F, Densford, Jr., Observation Instruc- 
tor. The latter, after servicing 
Lieut, LIuzon's airplane, flew it back 
to Kelly Field. . 

mew QO mmm 

During March, the ineering t- 
ment, San Antonio Air t, Duncan Field 
Texas, overhauled 12 


ee ond St _. 
anes and 13 egines. 
. V~8043, A.C. 


























AIRCRAFT CLOCK 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


cope tapeSarotesManiecttaet for ta, 
rps use an e Cc wo 
seem to be the answer to the question of 
time fer the pilot and navigator for 
you es of dead reckoning. This clock 

s the @ A-8, It is larger than that 
in present use, having mounting dimen- 
sions corresponding to the altimeter 
air-gpeed indicator, and other like in- 
struments, 

The indications shown on the dial are 
conventional or zone time, elapsed time 
from a departure, and a gtop sweep sec- 
ond hand, The dial is on inches in di- 
ameter, with the time graduations around 
the periphery and the ds mounted in 
the center, The hand runs continuously. 

The e*agoed time dial is a smallcircle 
of graduations between the top of the 
dial and the center, There are two 
hands for this dial, ingearlae hours 
and minutes. These are controlled by a 

sh knob near the eight o'clock posi- 

ion, Successive operation of the = 
knob causes the elapsed time hands 
start, stop, and to fly back. 

The stop sweep second hand is con- 
trolled by a push knob at the four 
o'clock position. Successive operation 
of this knob causes the sweep second 
hand to start, to stop, and to fly back. 
In addition to the seconds indications 
around the periphery of the dial, there 
ig another small circle of ean 
between the six o'clock position and the 
center, On this dial is indicated the 
minutes to sixty accv ted the 
sweep second stop hand (a minute regis- 
ter), The hand on this dial turns 
counter-clockwise. 

Wnder the six o'clock position isa - 
emall knob controlling the color of a 
dot immediately above, This is used to 
stop and start the elapsed time hands at 
any position of their travel. When the 
pon, d per) hands are started, a dot in 





er) dial turns to red, when 

stopped it is half red and half white 
and when the elapsed time hands are a 
their zero position the dot is white. 
If, for any reason, it is desired to 
take “time out" on the elapsed time in- 
dications, the small knob at the bottom 
is turned clockwise which causes the 
lower dot to show white. The elapsed 
time hands then be peat pp Be amy by 
turning this knob counter-clo se to 
cause the lower dot to show red. 

ardless of the starting er stopping 
of the elapsed time and s Sweep sec- 
ond hand, the conventional time indica- 
tions continue running at the same rate. 

The clock is wound turning the 

knurled sleeve around Ps! ttle 
push knob counter-clockwise, e should 
not attempt to turn this lkmeb or sleeve 
clockwise as there is no ratchet, the in- 
corporation of which would regult in 


bulky complications in the clock and 
case. 

Every organi nation conducting service 
test of s equipment has recommended 
its standardization, 


OQ wae 


MORE P~12 PLANES FOR ADVANCED FLYING 
SCHOOL. 


All of the P-12 type of airplanes in 
the Panama Canal Zone are being shipped, 
dismantled, by freighter to the United 
States, destined for the Advanced Fly- 
ing School at Kelly Field, Texas. 

“Sospite their age, the P-12's are in 
excellent condition and show the excel- 
lent maintenance they have received in 
the Pa&samea Canal Department. "Certainly 
thoy will be of greater value in train- 
ing than the older types in use at the 
— time at Kelly," declares the 
ews Letter Correspondent. "Their de- 
arture leaves a b file in the Air 
orps equipment in the Canal Zone, 
where their versatility was put to good 
use. 
---000-—— 


DUTY ASSIGNMENTS OF GRADUATES OF THE 
ARMY WAR COLLEGE. 


Effective upon the completion of 
their present course of instruction at 
the War College, Fort eys, 
D.C.; e following-named Air Corps 
officers, now on duty as students at 
this institution, are assigned to duty, 
as follows: 

Lieut. Colonel William 0, Ryan to 
~~ as instructor at the Army War 

ollege. 

Lieut. Colonel Oliver P, Echols to 
the dir Ps ig Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 

or Max F, Schneider to Maxwell 
Field, Ala., for duty with the Air 


Corps Board, 
lager Victor H, Strahm to Langley 
eld, Va. 
. amo gen pe Soo tee Arthur Mane oe 
eorge E, Stratemeyer, ° ° ‘ 
Upsten. and Captain Hoyt 8S. Vandenberg 
to the Office of the ef of the Air 
Corps, Washington, F.C, 
or Morton H. McKinnon to Mitchel 
Field, N.Y. 
Lieut. Colonel Edmund W. Hill to 
Bolling Field, D.C. 
-—-00 


ee 


Three Air Corps officers, now on 
duty in the Office of the Chief of the 
Air Corps, are under orders for duty 
as students in the 1939-1940 course at 
the Industrial College, Washing- 
ton, D.C., namely, Lieut, Colonels 
Michael F, Davis, Arthur —£, Easterbrook 
and Captain James W. Spry 


O maw — 





5 V-8043, A.C. 








NEW PHOTO LABORATORY FOR MARSHALL FIELD 


A pho tagreghtc laboratory for Marshall 
Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, is being built 
around the old Piolo Bungalow on the west 
end of the ear line, The construc- 
tion will be of stone, tile, and conrete 
throughout. To eliminate ail dust and 
insects, it is ouszerenesee. filtering 
all air entering the laboratory, The 
phe sograpnte personnel are loo for- 

) moving from the present location 

three rooms in the hangar wing) to the 

new laboratory designed for photographic 
woes sometime in June, 

Plans for the new laboratory were 
drarn up by 2nd Lieut. Hilmer C. Nelson, 
photographic officer, with the able as- 
sistance of Warrant dfficer Nico G, 
Loppes and Technical Sergeant Lambert C, 

alsh. 


~---000--~= 
COMMENDATION FOR NATIONAL GUARD PILOTS 


Lieuts. Robert L. Aineworth and Harley 
A. Teall, of the 120th Observation Squad- 
Ton ee do National Guard, were com~ 
mended officially by Major General 
Albert H, Blanding, Chief of the National 
Saat s Bree, in a letter received April 

® - 

While on an aerial mission during army 
maneuvers in Wyoming last August ey 
saw a cl st wash away a railroad 
bridge. The prompt measures they took 
to report this occurrence no doubt re- 
sulted in the sa of lives and pro- 
pony « At a formation following drill 
on night of April l2, 1939, jor 
Frederick W, Bonfils, Commanding Officer 
of the § on, read General B anding's 
letter of commendation to the personnel 


thereof. 
-~—=—-900——— 
THE LANDING FIELD AT FORT KNOX, KY. 


The 12th Observation Squadron (C. & A.) 
is now using the major part of the halves 
of two runways when the wind permits. 
However, between the soft shoulders and 
fifteen-foot drops on the sides of the 
One hundred-foot strips and an inclined 
angle of only fifty ees between run- 
ways there are frequently unfavorable 
winds that preclude using the field. Due 
to the hazardous conditions, the field 
has not yet been opened to visitors lest 
some pilot (like many of us have done, 
Sone) ane to the News Letter Correspon- 
dent) should come in without having pre- 
viously carefully read the Notice to 
Pilots. The Correspondent states that 
if the too-frequent rains abate for a 
spell, it is hoped to open the field by 

end of May at the latest. lIven 
then the utmost caution will be necessa- 
ty because it will take many months to 
fill the fifteen-foot canyons. 
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THE NAMING OF HICKAM FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


In an airplane accident at Fort 
Crockett, Texas, on November 5, 1934, 
there died one of the most outstanding 
officers in the Air Corps ~- Lieut, 
Colonel Horace M, Hickam - and it is 
in hé@nor of his memory that Hickam 
Field has been named. 

In the naming of the botilevards 
arks and avenues of the new air tase, 
he War Department deemed it appropri- 

ate to remember also those pioneers of 
aviation who were killed in the 
Hawaiian I ds as the result of air- 
Plane acci@nts through the years, 

It was in 1917 — twenty-two years 
ago - that the first aviation unit ar- 
rived in Honolulu, During these many 
yeues. that one small unit has grow 

© a powerful arm in the combined de- 
fenses of Oahu, but not without the 
loss of a number of the men who had 
given their lives to aviation, 

We who today are enjoying the scenic 
beauty of the boulevards and parks of 
Hickam Field should silently pay trib- 
ute to those flyers who have passed 
on — to those men in honor of whom the 
Solio ae avenues have been commemorat- 
ed: 

Fox Boulevard 


lst Lieut. Robert R, Fox 1920* 
Cornet Avenue 

Private Herman J. Cornet 1920* 
Bogast Boulevard 

st Lieut. Ulric L, Boquet 1921+ 

Manzelman Circle 

lst Lieut. Earle H. Manzelman 1921 
Vickers Avenue 

Staff Sgt. Vernon Vickers 1921* 
Owens Street . 

Sergeant Ross Owens 1922* 
Julian Avenue 

lst Lieut. Rupert Julian 19234 
Monthan Street 

lst Lieut. Oscar Monthan 1924* 
Moore Street 

lst Lieut. William G, Moore 1924* 
Brandt Park 

lst Lieut. Howard C. Brandt 1925* 
Catlett Street 

2nd Lieut. Carter Catlett 1925" 
Wyatt Park 

lst Lieut. John W. Wyatt 1925+* 
Porter Avenue 

Technical Sgt. Aaron A. Porter 1925 
Williams Park 

lst Lieut. Charles L. Williams 1927#=2 
Worthington Avenue 

lst Lieut. Robert §.Worthington 1927%* 
Signer Boulevard 

aptain John W, Signer 1927 

Kuntz Avenue 

lst Lieut. Clyde A, Kuntz 1929 
Works Park 

2nd Lieut, Maurice M, Works 1930#* 
Atterbury Circle 

2nd Lieut. Ivan M. Atterbury 1930* 
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Mills Boulevard 


Staff Sergeant Ralph 0, Mille 1930 * 
Scott Circle 
end Lieut. William J. Scott 1931** 


Baker Street 

2nd Lieut. George C, Baker 
Wilson Street 

Private lst Cl. Hicks G. Wilson 1935* 
Beard Avenue 

lst Lieut, William G,.: Beard 1936 


* Luke Field 
**Wheeler Field 


— Own 


COOPERATIVE MISSIONS WITH ANTI-AIRCRAFT 


Air Oorps units in the Hawaiian Depart- 


193148 


to work with Observation wits, and the 
ound officers reported.that a great 
eal of valuable information was obtain- 
ed which it is expected will result in 
emoo ther ation of the cooperative 
missions which are scheduled later in 
the year with the 97th Observation 


am. 
e latter part of the week was occu- 
eee with Base and GHQ Air Force mat- 
erg and included conferences on Bom- 
bardment, Attack and Pursuit Aviation, 
tae tat Fiola ty Major Cale Vr Haya 
ey Fie y or eb V, eB, 
Air Corps, in order to give the ground 
officers a view of the test Bombard- 
ment equipment. They were also taken 


ment are offered excellent opportunities | 02 & bombing mission in the 5-18 air- 
for cooperative missions with anti- pienen , the 9th Eopresenans ag 4 Pi 
aircraft units due to the numbers, size, | Curt . toe aya nk 

proximity and strength of the latter exceiien ortunity to observe prac- 


units as well as their requirements on 
the Air Corps for training. 
Cooperative missions, including day- 
light tra and firing on towed tar- 
¢e 8, are conducted throughout the year. 
n addition to these r 
missions, the 3lst Bombardment Squadro 
has just completed special t 
64th Coast Artillery, (Ad ‘ 
8 airplanes 


ing these tests, three B- 

were used, One of the airplanes was 
equipped with muffled engines and night 
camoutlage paint, the second with night 
Camouflage paint only 

a standard airplane wi 
engines nor camouflage paint. 


cooperative 


n 
ests with the 
In conduct- 


and the third was 
th neither mffled 


tice Same bane dropped on a target. 
The week's work was concluded with a 
night mission, during which the ground 
officers had an opportunity to ascer- 
tain for themselves how much could be 
learned of ground activities by Obser- 
vation Aviation at night. In view of 
the fact that most of the officers had 
not heretofore flown at night, this 
mission was probably one of the most 
popular features of the course. 

e officers taking the course all 
had more than fifteen years’ service 
to their credit and many were eligible 
for General Staff duty, in view o 
which every effort was made to avoid 


P details and to give a broad general 
series of tests were devised, the & 
purpose being to determine the effective. Picture of the ir Corps and a - 
ness of the muffled ines and camou- Vities, Both and Ground officers 
flage paint. Several Lir Corps officers 1ecel wes m Sian Gane of Deak’, Sree 
Met Stern tn te installations | officers stated that it was the most 


7 OC mma 


OFFICERS OF GROUND ARMS STUDY AIR CORPS 
TACTICS, 


interesting course that they had ever 
attended 

The following named officers attend- 
ed the course: 


emma - sc eg 9th Coast 
During the week of March 26th, several ery rt Banks, 868. 

Mitchel Fiela officers were busily engag- Major Arthur H, Rogers, 18th Infantry, 
ed in explaining Air Corps tactics, rt pam trons Fee outs ia Sarees 
equipment methods, etc., to twelve offi- ~— Harold D, Wooley, nfantry, 
cers of the ground arms who had assembled) _ Fort Niagara, New York, } 

at the Post for an Air-Ground contact py pe Tititeus, ueies 5th Infant- 
course, F ‘ ‘ 

Major §,.F, Landers, the Base S-3 Offi- Captain toe P, Townseley, = 7 
cer, was in charge of the course, and ‘ 8 =) Soe ° oo ° 
the instructors included most of the of- Co n ss ateon, ls Tank op 
sere Of tig Begs Shere tnd the 7re. | captain Prancis a. Falkner, lob 2a 

8 n Squadron, a ‘ - 
from the 9th ombar dment Gr gineers, Fort Dupont, Delaware. 


Officers from posts in the Hetropoli- 
tan area came by automobile, while those 
from more distant stations were ferried 
by airplane, Bad weather interfered 

onsiderably and resulted in several of- 

icers missing the first part of the 
course and also caused cancellation of 
some of the flying which had been sched- 
uled to demonstrate Air Corps methods. 

The first half ~f the we 


was devoted 


Captain Fred J. Woods, S2nd Coast Ar- 
ille Fort Hancock, N,J. 

Captain Maurice BE, Jennings, C.¥.S., 
rt Hamilton, New York. 

- 


tain Sammel M, Lamsing, 16th In- 
antry, Fort Jay, New York. 
Captain Lester J, Racey, 7th Field 
» Fort Ethan Allen, Vt, 
tain John Mesick, 25th Field Ar- 
illery, Madison Barracks, N.Y. 


V-8043, A.C. 





+ 








Y OBSERVANCE AT AIR CORPS FIELDS 





elfri Field: 

a s field was observed in 
a very elaborate manner, and people from 
all over the State of Michigan. end parts 
of Ohio visited the field. Al 
accurate official count could be made 
the crowd was estimated at about 15 060 
by or Benjamin B, Cassiday, Air Corps, 
Base Intelligence Officer. 

The field was opened to the public at 
8:00 a.m., and at first only a few cars 
drove in, but a little later on in the 
morning the traffic became so thick that 
it was a problem finding sufficient park- 


ing space, 

“tne entire morning was given to the 
display of airplanes and equipment in 
hangars 3 and 4, At all times from 
about 9:30 a,m, until the sayeny activi- 
ties started, a steady stream of people 
poured in and out of the hangars. 

The recruiting office at Detroit 
Mich,, sent representatives to assist 
local personnel in answering questions 
enlistment and passing out re- 

lets. Personnel were also 
on hand to give information concerning 
Fiying Cadet appointments. A great deal 
of interest was shown by the public as a 
whole in each subject. 

At 12:00 noon, Major Benjamin B. 
Cassiday, acting for Colonel Henry B. 

C tt, Air Corps, Base Commander, who 

at t time was in Cleveland, Ohio, 

greeted the people and delivered a apeoct 

a - Day and the history of Selfridge 
eld. 


At 1:30 p.m., the First Pursuit Group 
took off for aerial formations, these 
terminating with an aerial review. An 
exhibition of parachute dropping with 
dummies was on, starting at 2:00 
o'clock, Half an hour later, the lst 
Pursuit Group again took off for a final 
aerial review. 

Barracks No, 3, of the Base Headquar- 
ters and Srd Air Base Squadron, was open 
for public inspection during the day, 
except for the period of the noon meal. 

The crowd began to depart at 4:00 p.m., 
and at 5:15 most of the people had left 
the post. Traffic was a problem through- 
out day. There were no traffic ac- 
cidents, however, and the personnel as- 
eigned to direct it performed their 
duties in a most efficient manner. 

The Post e erected small hot 
dog stands here and there around the 
field, and the personnel thereof were 
hard put at times to keep a sufficient 
wagy #6 hot dogs and bread on hand. 

ugh the day was cold, everyone 


no 


appeared to be ha’ a fine time, and 
it is believed that has brought 
@ new and better understan between 


the public and Selfridge Fiel 


arty Say ans tease PE MO a 
servance a e Field, 
the Correspondent of the 37th foreult 





pA 





Squadron submitted the following report: 

Selfridge Field contributed a memo- 
rable celebration to this year's 
Day. In spite of forecasted rain and 
snow, the eatening weather privileg- 
ed the planned activities to be demon- 
strated to a huge crowd of approximate- 
ly 20,000 civil spectators. 

Arny was by no means another day 
for Selfr age Field. Each organization 
participated in the day's program 
either in the air or on the groun@, Ex- 
hibits = bs gue S 5 the ho, gl 
Hangar, giving the p c @ complete 
story of how the Air et. is operated 
and maintained. Seven differen es 
of tactical airplanes were on display, 
ZOngeng in size from the P-26A4 to the 
Be-1l8, Certain airplanes on display 
were provided with wooden scaffold type 
stands, which privileged elderly people 
to view the cockpit and controls of 
modern aircraft, An officer was pres- 
ent with each airplane on display, ex- 

laining its tactical value and answer- 
ing questions. Other exhibits included 
Armament, Communications, Hospital 
erg rye4 f tae eee’ nee . 

ng Clothing an en pment. 
lunches were available in the Base Han- 


gar. 
Throughout the » Music was provid- 
9 through the Public Address Syster, 

n this manner also the spectators were 
guided to the various exhibits and &s- 
nouncement was made from time to time 
as to the time and place of various de- 
monstrations, 

The day's activities were climaxed b 

a Serene, OSS tet exercise, led by 
Captain Dixon M, Allison, Air Corps, 
Commanding Officer of the 17th Pursuit 
Squadron. Twelve of the 24 planes were 
from the 27th Pursuit Squadron, and the 
remaining 12 from the 17th Pursuit 

rb meet Following the spectacular 
take-off, Captain Allison maneuvered 
the 24 planes through various forma- 
tions, gureesine, the ecision and 
flexibility of the pilots of the Mrst 

Pursuit Group in fly modern equip- 
ment. Perhaps the most specta 

hase of the air work was the Lufbe 

ircle, followed by a rat vace, whi 

was best described by one spectator 
to wit: "The Sky is being torn a 
by_man and metal," 

Follo the formation flying, the 
lanes of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, 
ed by Capteins Israel and Woodbury, 

made a@ simulated diving attack on a 
B-10 Bombardment plane, thus demonstrat~ 
ing a combat exercise with Pursuit 
versus Bombardment. During the actus) 
attack, tio parachutes were ree 
leased from the Bombing plane, giving 
the demonstration the appearance of 4ne 
paralleling war time tactics, 


Tr 
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Cone nad National guards 
servation Squadron 


ers, as well as conduct instruction on 


e , Colo- ‘instrument or "blind" flying, using 

rado National Guard, Denver, par ticipat- BT-8, P-12 and BT-2Bl airplanes. 
ed in mags Day celebrations on April 6th|. Observation Section to perform sim- 
by furnishing a flight of four (-47A lated artillery adjustment problems, 
airplanes, led by Captain John K, Nissley,|engage in instrument flying, and recon- 
Air Corps Instructor. This flight was ssance and tographic missions, 
part of a larger formation made up by using 0-25, 0-38 and BI-2Bl airplanes. 
he Denver Branch of the Air Corps Tech-| Attack and Bombardment Sections to 
nical School, — erform missions similar to that of the 

At the conclusion of the flying, open suit Section, using A-17, B-18 and 
house was observed at the Municipal Air- | BT-2Bl airplanes. 

ort, and the aér-minded citizens of Arrangements were made for displaying 

nver were afforded the opportunity to (on the ar line west of the Post 
inspect the aircraft on the flying line. erations Office, for the inspection 

Following the formation flying, Gepeein of visitors, one of each type of air- 
Nissley flew Major General William K. Plane used at Kelly Field, such as Ob- 


General of the 24th 


Herndon, Comman 
Cavalry Division, Kansas City, Kansas 


11 Field, Fort Ril : 
n Observance oO “ e ist Ob- 
servation Squadron of shall Field, 


Fort Riley, sas, sent a flight of 
0-47A's to visit nearby cities. The 
formation passed in review at R.0.T.C. 
demonstrations at Wichita Lod iene 
Wichita, Kansas, and Kansas University, 
at Lawrence, Kansas. Newspaper repre- 
sentatives from the cities visited were 
passengers on the trip. 


Fort Knox, Ry. : 

8 eéveryone knows 
Letter Correspondent, "our ef made 
the Defense Day Dinner speech at Louis- 
ville on April 6th, and ever since the 
Air Corps per sonnel in these parts have 
been pardonably strutti 
Air Corps friends not only seem to for- 
give us but think it appropriate and pro 

er. Not a day has passed that someone 
as not gone out of his way to tell us 
how he enjoyed the General's talk," 


ans ror e Observance of 


contemplated a number of interest 
events especially arranged by Colonel 
Frank D, and, the Commandant, for 
the entertainment and inspection of the 
5,000 or more visitors expected on the 
airdrome that day. To Major George M. 
Palmer, Air Corps, Executive Officer of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
delegated the task of coordinating 


wa, 
ali neces arrangements 

While routine flying by practically 
all the 185 students now at Kelly Field 
was scheduled for the entire day, em- 
Ploying all of the 168 airplanes in com- 
mission, an afternoon program - an " 
House" affair, was arranged for the con- 
venience and benefit of se who had 
Planned to visit Kelly Field. 

From 2:00 to 4:30 p.m,, the four 
flight sections of e Ads Corps, Advanc- 
@ ng ool were e in the 
qo bsowiag flying missions at the air- 
ome: 

Pursuit, flying three and six-ship 
formations, to perform accuracy maneuv- 





," declares the News | Bandy, 


servation, Bombardment, Attack, Pursuit, 
Instrument and Cargo ai lanes, The 
Miniature e, located in the white 
concrete building on the east end of 
the ar line and used in the instruc. 
tion of Observation students in Artil- 
lery or, ag age was to be open for 
inspection by the public, 
| In ar No, 12 was scheduled a de- 
imonstration on the Link Trainer, a 
'minature yen used in the training of 
| student p lots in instrument or "blind" 
\flying, beacon orientation, and beam 
|faying. ; 
| As the final event of the , from 
(4:15 to 4:30 p.m., lst Lieut. John H. 
Air Corps, instructor in the 
Pursuit Section, was scheduled to make 
@ blind landing on Kelly Field in an 
instrument tra ning lane. 

Specially qualified personnel were 








‘ 


And our non- | selected to announce and describe all 


|events over a public address zoo 

Military police were detailed handle 
traffic and direct visitors to the va- 
rious events, activities and installa- 
tions, and qualified personnel station- 
ed at strategic locations to dissemin- 
are information of interest to the pub- 

Cc. 


an Antonio Air t; se 
This Depot jotned in celebrating Army 
Day, April 6 y holding open houge 


1) 
for visitors ail day. The very large 
number of visitors who were interested 


in viewing the operations the Depot, 
particularly the se tee Shops, was 
no ie phate and rather unex- 
pected, in view of the v interesting 


special programs and exhibits of more 
popular appeal held at the other Army 
stations in this vicinity. 

Among the visitors, the Depot was de- 
lighted to welcome Douglas Corrigan, the 
noted transcontinental flyer, who was 
then on a visit to San Antonio, and who 
stated that he greatly aneore4 his trip 
through the e eering » as he 
had been an airplane mechanic for eleve 
years. The personnel of the Depot were 

uite as aaich interested in Mr. 

orrigan as he appeared to be in the 
eo we oe atter hae ya busy signing 
autogra er autograph. 
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THE WEATHER MEN 
By vate ° , Air RE 
lst Weather Squadron, March Field, if. 
a oe never off duty, 
ir days never end; 
Chasing Old Dame Nature 
Right into her den, 
And they"ll tell you exactly 
Which way she will bend. 


Who are they? You guessed who <- 
The Weather Men. 


It's midnight to seven, 
And seven to four, 
Four to midnight, 
And again as before. 
A service for Pilots 
Nigh ect in store; 
Using rmometers, barometers, 
And instruments galore. 


Pressures and temperatures, 
Convergence and bars, 
Are placed on maps 
At ungodly hours, 
To show Pilot's routes 
On their flight ‘neath stars, 
In order to miss 
Nature's lofty spars. 


But behind it all, 
With your feet like lead, 
With recordings all made 
You're off to bed; 
From the way you feel 
You're sure you're dead. 
(There are a lot o things 
Best left unsaid). 


When inspections are over 
You're in the red 

For dust ever there - 
But nothing is said 

Of the meals you've missed 
Just to be in bed, 

To rest your bones 
And your aching head. 


And then - there's your Buddy, 

Your very best friend, 
Transferred somewhere, 
Phar yar fur 

= pos 

jie faee are 
You swear, "I'll out 

If it hapvens ae 


But after all ~ it's the Army 
4nd not the men, 
For a soldier will growl 
Often, now and then; 
But in an outfit like this, 
With pare! 0. as ree friend, 
They're = we're 
The Tauern Tt 
---900-=~ 
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EIGHTH PURSUIT GROUP ACTIVITIES 


H ers and Headquarters Squadron: 

@ arri ng e atte ex- 
cellent flying weather has been a stimilus to 
the activity of this organization. The final 
acquisition of eleven P-36A's has enabled 
Headquarters Flight to take to the air with a 
vengeance. In fact, according to some of the 
tactical squadrons, the sky is practically 
covered with Headquarters ships in strange 
formations and attitudes of flight. 

Like everyone else, the personnel: of this 
outfit are all atwitter over the mysterious 
A ace? eg day. The opty of 
rumor preceding the coming expansion are caus- 
ing a elight overcast in this area. 


36th Pursuit Squedfon: 
e Fleet’s in'!t - Nobody's quite sure yet 


how this is going to affect the 36th Squadron, 
but at least it will give the officers and 
men a chance to look over battle wagons and 
find out some things of interest about our 
sister branch of the national defense. The 
four aircraft carriers anchored out in the 
bay should come in for their share of being 
stared at - if, as the News Letter Correspon- 
dent puts it - "they let us get on board." 

Lieuts. Wallace, Wells and Sakowski returned 
to the Squadron from what was virtually a de- 
tached service status while they were attend- 
ing the school operated by the Eighth Pursuit 
—S aid Air Reserve officers in prepar- 
ing themselves to take the examination for 
permanent commissions in the Air Corps under 
the provisions of the Thomason Act. The ex- 
aminations are all over, and now comes the 
watching and waiting. The entire organization 
wishes these officers the best of luck on the 
outcome of their exams.‘ 
35th Pursuit mt 

e ron is operating very effici- 
ently under its new set-up, which consists of 
two flights - "A" and "B''. Both flights are 

sed of nine planes. Another unit, the 

ering Fl » is more of a miscellaneous 
character, and it supplies the "'A"’ and "3B" 
Flights with planes to replace those which may 
be out of commission. 

Referring to "A'' and 'B" Flights, the News 
Letter Correspondent states: ‘We will not get 
ourselves into a lot of trouble by sa 
which flight is more efficient, but we 1 
sey that as a whole these two flights are hard 
to beat, whether it be flying or what have 


The pilots in the 35th are very mich inter- 
ested paren to the top of the ladder. 
Seven officers took the examination for a com 
mission in the Regular Army, namely, Lieuts. 
Leonard C. Lydon, Homer M. Truitt, Don Coup- 
land, George B. Greene, David L. s, Edwin 
M. Ramage and Gilbert L. Meyers. The 
ron wishes them the best of luck and hopes 
that they will make the grade. 
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AWARD OF CONTRACTS INITIATING AIR CORPS EXPANSION PROGRAM 


With the signing by the President on 


ril 26th of the Army Appropriation Act 
¢ ‘¢ ord Johnson, | latest an 


.R, 4630), the Heénorab 


Assistant Secretary of War, announced the 
day the award of contracts for 


followi 
571 airplanes and their equipment under 
the authority of that Act, 
of these planes segregates a total of 
$50,000,000, including the requirements 
of engines and various accessory equip- 
ment needed for the complete airplanes. 
Immediately after the President had- 


affixed his signature, Mr. Johnson clos- 


ed contracts amounting to $19,535,320, a 
follows: 

1) Heavy four-engined Bombardment 
airplanes, type B-24, from the Consoli- 
dated Aircraft Corporation, San Diego, 
Cayit. for a total of $2,880,000, 

2) Pursuit airplanes 
type P-40, from the Gur ties Aeroplane 
Division of Curtiss Wright Gorporetion, 
New York, N.Y,, totaling $12,872,398, 

(3) Pursui 
engined, type YP-38, from the Lockhee 
Aircraft Corporation, Burbank, Calif,, 
for a total of $2,180, 728. 

(4 Jursuit Tone ehias airplanes, 


si e-engined, type XP-39, from the 
Bell Aircraft corporation, Buffalo,N.Y., 
tofet 1,073, > 


from the Beech Aircraft Co pore n, 
Wichita, Kansas, totaling 3 » 749. 
The remainder of the above 
will be used by the government to 7 
chase from the manmafacturers ea ty 
lots of engines, gh obit te ns 
accessories, etc. 
ed in 
by the government to the ai 
tractors to be incofmporated 
Plete airplanes. A savi 
of the complete airplane 
ment is thereby effected 
duction of airplanes b 
ers is facilitated. 
soon be announced, 


lane con- 
nto com- 
in the cost 
the govern- 
and the pro- 
e manufactur- 
e contracts will 


In addition oximat 19,000 , 000 
hed aithin’ the oeet go’ 


will be expen the next few 
days in the procurement of Attack Bom 
bers, This design competition at the 


Army Experimental Station, Wright Field 
ton, Ohio, has been completed and is’ 

being evaluated. 

A a of the total expenditures 

nvo 


ved will be met from requiar fiscal 


year 1939 appropriations available for 
that purpose. 

The War hae yr a plans required to 
ut into effect the provisions of the 
ct were initiated as early as 

ember, and were co 


President affixed his s ture to the 


Act. Licipating that these funds would 
be available 7 this Spring, the War De- 
rected 


partment had e pre 
data and contracts, so that if such an 


é purchase 


t Interceptor airplanes, two- nished the U.S. Na 


otographic airplanes, type F-2, 
tio 


50,000, 000 


<a cy a 
e equipment procur- 
these quantity orders is furnished 


last Nov- 
lete at the time the 


ation of 


Act became a law the Army would be 
ready to chase without delay the 
most effective fighting air- 
eraft, with necessary engines, instru- 
ments, and equipment to operate them, 
In discussing the contracts already 
let, Mr. Johnson stated that the suc- 
cess of the four-engined Bombardment 
airplanes heretofore developed is well 
known, They fly at speeds in excess of 
250 miles per hour, carry 5 machine 
guns, a crew of 6 to 9 men, and have 
very long range. All members of the 
s | crew can freely exc e stations,and 
reliefs can be arranged for long mis-~- 
sions, From the point of view of main- 
tenance Pogeeenees of structure and 
national defense requirements, the four- 
engined Bomber meets a specific need in 


gsingle-engined, ey 


Consolidated Aircraft Corporation 
has had considerable experience in the 
manufacture of large planes. It fur- 
with its seaplanes 
which made a mass flight from Norfolk, 
Va., to San Diego, Calif., in 1935 
and from San Diego to Hawaii in 1937. 

The single-engined Pursuit type is 
exemplified in the Air aren by the 
XP type, developed by the Curtiss 
Company, The P-40 differs from its 
predecessors which are in use now prin- 
amet in the fact that it is powered 
wi e Allison liquid-cooled engine. 
This engine has a built-in blower type 
of supercharger. This plane will de- 
velop speeds considerably in excess of 
miles per hour, The P-40 is an in- 
ternally-braced monoplane of all-metal 
construction, except for the control 
surfaces, which are fabric covered, The 
landing gear is retractable into the 
wing: Two machine s are provided, 
and oxygen equipment is standard for 
operation at extremely high altitudes. 
The interceptor Pursuit is a recently 
developed type designed to Lateroee> 
and at enemy aircraft, particularly 
heavily armored Bombers. ese planes 
are powered with Allison engines and 
have a tricycle type landi 
which improves the lan 
istics. They develop spee 
erably over 350 miles per ° 
The Beech photographic airplane being 
prommed by the Army is an all-metal 
eg 2-engined, low-wing monoplane, 
and is designed to carry two aerial 
mapping Caméras in tandem, It is espe- 
cially built for use for rapid and ac- 
curate mapping of doefened th and has 


of consid- 


a. 


therefore been so designed that the 
maximum possible visibility is afforded 
the mabe ge Observer and the 
rhe It is also able to use the re- 
atively small airdromes which so fre- 
quently must be used by gpg tes the 
nine sections of our country. 
Continued on P ). 
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ACTIVE DUTY FOR COLONEL LINDBERGH 


Colonel Charles A, Lindbergh, Air Re- 
serve, reported to the Chief of the Air 
Corps on April 19th for a period of ac- 
tive gaty and for several days spent 
practica ly his entire time in confer- 
ence with various officers of the War 
Department and of civilian research ac- 
tivities, one of the most ortant of 
which was the conference held on April 
20th at the National Advisory © ttee 
for Aeronautics. 

Colonel Lindbergh left washington on 
the . of April 22nd in an Army 
P-36 Pursuit airplane, following the _ 
completion of his preliminary work inci- 
dent to his survey of aeronautical re- 
search facilities of the nation avail- 
able to the Army Air Corps. The fact 
that he has had a unique opportunity to 
observe the tg of aeronautical de- 
velopment both in this country and 
abroad prompted the War Department to 
take advantage of his knowledge in mak- 
ing a st of the research activities 


to the Army Air Corps. 
There are in the United States at the 

present time some 25 to 30 separate or- 

genizations and ee ae = in 


aeronautical research. s nunber, 
but one, the Army experimental station 
at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, is di- 


rectly under the controi of the Army Air 
Corps. Due to the close a and 
coordination existing among these acti- 
vities, any discoveries or any improve- 
ments made along aeronautical lines be- 
come immediately available to aay - 
gineers. Colonel Lindbergh probably 
visited all these activities whose fa- 
cilities are available to the Army Air 
Corps. These consist not only of the 
Air Corps experimental station at 
Wright Field, the National Advisory Conm- 
mittee for Aeronautics, the National 
Bureau of Standards of the Department of 
Commerce and other eee governmental 
experimental and research establishments, 
but also the plants of the various aero- 
neutical experimental departments of 
tho se manufacturers in the United States 
which maintain such research establish- 
ments. Several colleges in the United 
States also carry on aeronautical re- 
search along specialized lines and will 
be included in Colonel Lindbergh's sur- 


vey. 
---000--- 


Majors John M, Clark, Roland C.W. 
Blessley and Arthur Thomas, Air Corps, 
who have held temporary rank, were pro- 
moted to the permanent rank of Major 
ten Air Corps, effective April 1, 


Captain Jack Greer, Air Corps, Fort 
Riley, Kansas, is retired from active 
service by reason of disability incident 
thereto, on April 30, 1939. 


| Washi 


'from Bolling Field, 


| 
| New Contracts for Equipment (From P.11), 
| 


| Of planes in the contracts mentioned 
are only 
'ry out the Expansion Progran. 
| instruments, auxiliary 

of the United States which are available | aircraft radi 

| ammunition, bombs, etc., must also 


| ment of additional mechanics, eae 
e 


2p ge mame ccancrnanenenn yr PARE TNC 





OFFICERS DETAILED TO ARMY WAR COLLEGE 


Under special orders of the War De- 
artment, recently issued, the follow- 
moray hg Corps officers are de- 

tailed for duty as students in the 
1939-1940 course at the Army War Col- 
_ lege, Fort eys, D.C.: 

ieut. Colonel Howard C. Davidson 
and Major Charles Y, Banfill, from the 
Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
on, D. 

Lieut. Colonel Robert L. Walsh, now 
on ae oe a student at the Army Indus- 
trial College, Washington, D.C. ‘ 

Lieut. Colonel ry a. Galloway, 





---~000--- 


The funds required to cover the cost 


part of that necessary to car- 
ines, 
lants, 
ine guns, 
be 
Funds to permit the enlist- 


wer 
© equipment, 


| provided, 


cadets, etc., are also provided. 

| purchase of other types of aircraft for 
| training, cargo, etc., is contemplated 
| when the anticipated additional funds 

, for the complete oapenasce program are 
/made available on July lst. 

War wire: lans for the distri- 
bution of the $250,000,000 remaining of 
| the 300,000,000 recommended by the 
| President for the expansion of the Army 
|Air Corps have been made and will be 
i. nee ae mangoes os on one ay, So be. 
| The pres Opriation, inc as 
it does 50,080,000 of this $300,006, — 
000, provides the necessary money to 
start the Air Corps well on its 
| way to the ievement of the 6,000 
Army Air Corpse planes authorized by 
Congress for the Army Air Corps. 

e expenditure of the total of 
$300,000,000 for the e sion program 
| will take into account basic air de- 
| fense requirements in addition to air- 
| craft, and will cover the procurement 
| of ee gp ee pine ni ey ag 
equipment, engines, housing for person- 
nel and other items necessary to the 
creation of an air force, 

Steps are being taken to insure that 
the provision for more personnel, their 
training, inclu pilots and mechan~ 
ics and other flight and ground crew 
members, the preparation of bases and 
the acquisition of other items will go 
forward on a balanced basis with the 
production of aircraft. 
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1 nr ie " os age g(t 
ving been foun an pots | etiring 

Board incapacitated for active service 

on account of disability incident there- 
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FIRST PURSUIT GROUP ACTIVITIES 


One flight of the 17th Pursuit Squad- 
ron is now participating in aerial gun- 
nery, under the direction of 2nd Lieut. 
James 0, Guthrie, Air Corps, at Camp 
Skeel, Oscoda, Mich. Those pilots who 
did not meet the requirements of gunnery 


at Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fla., are 
now included in this present gunnery 
practice. 


NOS cen ne ee 


To comply with Chemical Warfare train- 
ing, the lst Pursuit Group recently com- 
pleted a gas chamber, "We are all wait- 

ng to 'test hop' this new chamber," says 

the News Letter Correspondent, "but when 
it comes time to do so that will be ano- 
ther thing." 


Since the 27th of March, the lst Pur- 
suit Group has been receiving on an aver- 
age of one new P-36C a day. peaty 

lots, of course, are wondering if their 

ome is in the air between Buffalo and 
Selfridge Field or here at Selfridge. 
Nevertheless, they are proud to be sport- 
ing a new Curtiss P-~36C and, declares 

the Correspondent, "these mechanics to 
whom the planes are assigned are so 
proud of their new planes that they stay 
up all night to groom them, Ask the 
at Squadron; they ought to know about 


Fifty-three Air Corps Reserve officers 
who are eligible for commissions 
were scheduled to start school on Monday, 
rhe 24th, in order to prepare for the 
final examination on June 1, 1939, 

Officers of the 94th Pursuit Squadron 
are t mich interest in the plotting 
exercises which are being held in the 
Air Command Section, Valuable training 
is being received with these “*mock® in- 
terception problems and through the en- 
deavors being made to "cross" each side 


” ~--000--+ 
ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES OF THE COMMAND 
AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL. 


Upon the completion of their present 
course of instruction at the Command and 
General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kangas, the following-named Air Corps 
officers are assigned to stations, as 
follows: 


Colone eson an or 


— Jd. House. 


weii nt: Majore 
Ed , zien an ert ¥. Hegenber- 
ger, 
Wright Fiel Ihio; Major John F. 


. 


miter 
To Ke + Field, Texas: 
M. er. 


Captain David 
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To Mitchel Field, i.¥,: Captain 
Josep , 

To dolph Field, Texas: Captain 
Claire Stroh. 


To Zest St, Louis, Il]l,: Captain 
Leonar . ROdleCK. 


WHITE POINT 
MAXWELL FIELD RECREATION CENTER 
VALPARAISO, FLORIDA 


kk 


week ~- 2 room cottage 

week - 3 room cottage 

week - 3 rooms in lodge 

7,00 per week - 2 rooms in lodge 

14,00 per week - 5 rooms 2 baths in 
lodge 





W at on Cottage 


8, per 
10.00 per 
9.00 per 


S88 


One-Half Week Rates 
4 
5 
4 
3 
A 
to the above. 


$ 4.00 per week - Auto trailer space 
.00 per week - 2 room cottage 
-OO per week ~ 3 room cottage 
-50 per week - 3 rooms in lodge 
50 oer week.~ 2 rooms in lodge 
maximum of four days applies 
Dai te 
1.75 per day ~ 2 room cottage 
2.50 per day - 3 room cottage 
1.75 per day - 2 rooms in lodge 
2.50 per day ~ 3 rooms in lodge 
Me tes 
See per week per person 
4,50 per week for children seven years 
of age and under. 


Daily Mess Rates 


a er person 

1.00 for children seven years of age 
and under 

$ .50 per meal 


Address all communications to the 
Secretary, Maxwell Field Officers' 
Club, Maxwell deca iit oat 

--=000--=" 


Major Lowell H, Smith, Air Corps, who 
for the past four years has been on 
duty as Chief of the Inspection Divi- 
sion, Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, Washington, D.C., has been ag~ 
signed to duty at Inglewood, Calif., as 
Air Corps District R resentative, 
Western Procurement District. 

Major L, Ellis is relieved from 
duty as Instructor, C end General 
Staff School, Ft, Leavenworth, Kans.,an 
assigned to Atlanta, Ga., for duty witi 





the Organized Reserves, 4th Corps Area. 
v-8043, A.C. 
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INTER-ISLAND FLIGHT BY 18TH PURSUIT GROUP 


Pursuit planes of the 18th Pursuit 
Group, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel William ©. Lynd, Air Corps, 
taxied out on Wheeler Field on the morn- 
ing of March 25th and took off on an 
inter-island flight, with Hilo, Hawaii, 


as the destination, 

The 26th Attack Squadron led the Group 
formation, with the 19th Pursuit Squad- 
ron in a left echelon of elements on 
their left flank, and the 6th Pureuit 
Squadron in a right echelon of elements 
on their right f . A Head ters 
Flight, consisting of three P-26A air- 

lanes, two B-12A airplanes and one 

A-8 airplane, led the formation. 
After climbing to 8,000 feet, the for- 
mation immediately headed for the Island 
of Molokai, which is separated from the 
Ieland of Oahu by the Kaiwi Channel. "In 
a few minutes," reports the News Letter 
Correspondent, "we were flying over Laau 
Point, which is the western tip of 
Molokai, We crossed this narrow tip of 
the shoe string island and found our- 
selves over the Xaloahi Channel that 
Separates the Island of Molokai from the 
small Island of Lanai. We kept this 
beautiful green spot of land on our 
right as we approached the [Island of 
Maui, which is the second largest island 
of the Hawaiian Group. On Maui we saw 
our first w, h on the mountain of 
Haleakala (10.625 eet above sea level). 
This white cap made the rest of the 
green islands seem enchanted and unreal. 

After leaving Maui we found ourselves 
over the biggest and roughest channel of 
them all, 
arates Maui from the big Island of 
Hawaii. 

As we approached this beautiful island 
we could see the famous Mauna Loa Moun- 
tain, This gigantic mass of lava and 
volcanic ash is one of the few active 
volcanoes in the world today. 

When we were directly over the north- 
ern tip of Hawaii, Upolu Point, the 
gro ormation broke up into individual 
8 on formation, and proceeded to an 
individual landing at South Cups 

As we proceeded down the southeast 
side of this beautiful island, we were 
treated to a sight that can be found no- 
where else in the world. On our right 
wes the boundless e se of the blue 
Pacific, and on the left was a range of 
towering green cliffs. The tops of the 
cliffs were hidden in the clouds and the 
sides were covered with a thick mat of 
tropical plants of every description 
penetrated only by numerous waterfalis. 

Far ahead and to our left we could see 
the top of the extinct volcano, Puu 0 
Keo Keo, and the black roads in the 

een land e that were caused by the 

va flow of 1907; As we drew nearer to 
this blackened mass we could see more 
clearly the great damage done by the 


-14. 


enuihaha Channel, which sep- | 


‘last eruption, as there were huge areas 


' 





‘Duncan Field, Texas, on April 14th. 


with no sign of vegetation. In a few 
minutes we rounded this desolate ex- 
anse and saw the green pastures of 
uth Cape and the runways of Morse 
Field. e landed there eat lunch 
and to refuel our ships. 

At 1425 we took off for Hilo and, as 
we advanced up the east side of this 
immense island, we saw the mountains 
give way to cattle ranches, pineapple , 
and cane fields. In the distance we po 
could see Hilo Harbor. Before we 
realized it, we were eouching our 
wheels on the paved runway at Hilo 
Airport, where we staked down our 
airplanes and prepared for rest at the 
Kilauea Military amp. 

On oe | March 27th, we took off 
from Hilo irport and, at 8,000 feet, 
formed the group formation for an un- 
eventful trip back to the Island of 
Oahu and Wheeler wiexe. * 

mwmeQDV0 ~~ 


INCREASING INTEREST IW SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Whatever the cause, ths gryeret - 
lic in the vicinity of Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Mich., is becoming vitally 
more interested in that field, as indi- 
cated by the hundreds of persone vis- 
iting it each Sunday. 

Since Army Day, each Suaiey aftePnoon 
has seen the ramps black with people 
and parking space on the main roads is 
at a premium. The roads adjacent to 
the field are also crowded with parked 


cars. 
Although on Sundays the only f 
activities are confined to arrivals and 
departures of transient aircraft and 
some miscellaneous flying, the public 
has evinced a great interest in viewing 
the aagsreee parked on the flying 
line. On week days, there are groups 
of high school and college students, 
also aeronautical and flying clubs, 
visiting the field. The number of 
young men inquiring about flying train- 
ng and Air Corps enlistments points to 
the fact that for them it is more than 
idle curiosity which brings them to 
Selfridge Field. There are Py 
guards and des on duty at all times 
to safeguard and woanee the public. 
~--000--~- 


A group of 51 students of the San 
Antonio Vocational and Technical School 
made a tour thro the eer 
Shops of the San Antonio Air Depot at 





The young men expressed great interest 
in acuta the wrocesuet CF aeronaut- 
ical mechanics. 

---000--- 
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